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| Lately ſet on Foot 1 in ſeveral Parts of 2" 


fy GLAND and WALES.. 


Wrore on Board the El gaben, Captain Stevenſdu, 5 
bound from London to Philadelphia and ſent over 
by him to be publiſhed for rhe Benefit of the School 
lately erected ae the Coaliers in ee | 

near Eriſtol. * 
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One Thing 1 e you of, Tony of Ancictoit : foritis 
Evil to be taken, as you are, with the Love of Stone-Walks ; 
it is Evil to have a Veneration for the Church of Gad, a8 you ba vs 
In Houſes and Edifices . it is Evil to cry, as y Ab, Peace, ** 4.4 - tl 

f Peace, under theſe: For, is there any Doubt to be made; be.. 
ther Antichriſt will fix bis Seat in theſe ? To me, Mountains, ä 
and Foreſts, and Fens, and Priſans, and Pits, are the ſafer 
Places; for inthefe it was that the Prophets, either waiting for, 
o. being actually overwbelmed with the Spirit of God, N f 
or ſpake as they were monied by the Holy Ghyſte 
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Mater, let us hold faſt the mutual and uni- . 4 th 
form P rof fo of the Hope, without waver=_ _ x: = 


HE Apoſtle to the Hebrews +} =Y 
exhorted them to a full Aſſurance o i 
Faith, and ſtedfaſt Confidence of 3 6 
Hope, that they might alſo abound. 1 

in Lore towards God, and conſequently in god 

Works one towards another, and towards all Men; 

_ thro? the Power of the Holy Ghoſt, inſiſts u on. 


their continuing 1 to gu themſelves toget ety 
* 755 it 57 2 to be rendred. cee the ban 
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notwithſtanding the Perſecutions that aroſe be- 
cauſe of the Word, as a moſt neceſſary Means of 
promoting that careful Concern for each other, 


without which they could not ſtir up the Gift of 


God that was in them, nor adminiſter that mutual 
Conſolation and Support, which was ſo much 
the more neceſſary, as the Day of their fiery 


|; «Trial (when they were to reſiſt even unto Blood ®) 


was now evidently approaching nearer and nears 
er unto them. . | cx 

The Primitive Saints, Apoſtles, Martyrs, and 
Confeſſors, being every where ſpoken againſt f, 


Wi and perſecuted from City to City, it is plain, 
* paſt all Controverſy, that the Aſemblies here in- 
„ tended and enjoined by the Apoſtle, were not 
2.” | — 4. a 3 1 7 . = 
by Tuch as are our allowed and publick Meetings in 
. the Churches, but little private Societies or 
. Congregations, by the Apoſtles every where cal- 
3X ded Churches, whether aſſembling together : in 
3 Houſes, or ** in Deſerts, or Mountains, or Dens, 
3 or Caves of the Earth; for in theſe, more eſpe- 
5 cally, it ever was, that thoſe holy Men of God, 
\ of whom the World was not worthy ff, ſpake as 
* they were moved ti (that is, powerfully con- 
# frained, and carried on ſo to do) by the Holy 
t _- -.. EO 1 
* If the Apoſtle's Exhortation and Inju nct ion, 
þi which is founded on thoſe faithful Sayings of our 
| pres „„ | Lord“, 
j 77 1, + dS vii at 
12 + Rom, xvi · , 23 · 1 Cor. xyl- 19. Col. iv. 15. Philem. ii, Sc. 
1 14 * Heb, xi. 38, Sec. , | 4 8 bs 
| 8 I Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Moſes, Elias, & c. John the Bap- 
| == tf, the Apoſtles, Sc. St. Hilary, &c. who were forced 
odbut of their on Churches, and compelled to cry aloud in 
the Fields and Foreſts, Sc. (See Motto in the. Title.) 
„tf Pete i» 21. Eph. iv. 14. Jede xii, carried or driven, 
n Clouds by che Wind, ob» iii. 8s. 
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Lord*, Lo, I am with you always, even unts 
the End of the World, and, where iwo or three + 
are gathered together in my Name, there am I in 
the Midjt of them, was ſo neceflary for the Main- 
tenance of the common Faith, and Hope, and 
Lo ve among the Chriſtians of the firſt and pureſt 
Age, how much more ſo muſt it be thought 
for us who live in thele latter evil Days, where- 
in Faith is ſcarcely to be found upon the Earth, 
and the Love of many is waxed ſo cold, that we 
may, with all Reaſon, expe& that theMaſt and _ 
final Day of Apoſtacy and Perſecution drawetngn 
| nigh, according to the Scriptures 4 . = - 
Alrxeady it is molt manifeſt unto all Men, and 
| they cannot deny it, that while Maſquerades, 
| Balls, Plays, Horſe-Races, and ſuch like polite, ' 
| tho? diabolical Entertainments, are countenan- 
ced and ſupported even by publick Authori- 
ty, ſo that few (if any) have as yet had Cou- = 
rage to ſpeak, preach, or write, for the ſuppreſꝰ 
ling them, fo plainly and publickly as they ought; 
if the Children of God meet, (as they were re. 
quired) to build up each other in their moſt ho- 9 
Iy Faith, almoſt every one's Mouth is opened a- 
gainſt them: Nay, (with Grief it muſt be ſpok- 
en) even moſt of our Maſters in Iſrael, who ought 8 
to be Patterns and Promoters of every good Word 
and Work, are not'content with countenancing' 
. the polite and finful Diverſions of the Age b 
their Preſence and Approbation, but are gene 
rally (as it were in Defence of this their Con= lf 
duct) mot active in ſaying all Manner of Evil, „ 
with all Falſhood and Bitterneſs, againſt religi» * M 
JETE * | 1. 3,084 


a 2 bend — 


w 


Math. xxviii . 20. and xviite 206: f 
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ous Societies, condemning ſuch eſpecially as 
have any Tendency to promote the Power of 
Godlinef among Men, as ſchiſmatical, ſeditious, 
N tend ing to deſtroy the preſent eſtabliſhed 
. Conſtitution, Do. 5 | 
For theſe, and many ſuch like Reaſons, as 
reſent with you in Spirit, tho? abſent in Body, 
thought it my Duty to ſtir you up, by putting 
vou in Remembrance, zealouſly to perſiſt in your 
Obedience to the forementioned Injunction once 
delivered to the Saints, and ſo much the more, 
as, in all Probability, the Time will ſoon come, 
when Judgment muſt begin at the Houſe of 
To fy; nay, the Judge is already even at the 
007. | | 
The Lord of the Harveſt has been pleaſed to 
bleſs us with a Time of gathering in, and un- 
doubtedly a winnowing Time will come; his 
Fan is already in his Hand, yet a little While, 
and (if the Work lately begun be carried on, 
and perfe&ed, I am perſuaded) he will thorow- 
Iy purge his Floor. The Shepherds muſt firſt 
be ſmitten; next, Endeavours will be exerted to 
ſcatter the Sheep» My Brethren, watch and 
pray one for another, that you may be enabled 
to ſtand in the evil Day, and having done all 
to ſtand. For this End it was that the firſt Chri- 
ſtians ſo frequently aſſembled themſelves together, 
tho obliged to ſhut the Doors for fear of the 
Jews, c. and their continuing thus in Fellows 
thip or Communion with each other, whilſt the 
Blood of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſed them from all Sin, 
was one main Reaſon why they allo continued 
| Kedfaſt in the mutual and uniform Profeſſion of 


— — 
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| # | 
that one Faith, and bo, Ja Love, whereinto 
they had been baptized. 

Take then, my Brethren, the primitive Chris 
ſtians for your Enſamples 3 and while you en- 
deavour, in all Things, to follow them as the 
did Chriſt, no Power upon Earth can (lawtully) 
forbid or hinder you; but, and it ſuch Neceſſity 
be laid upon you, that you mult obey God, and 
not Man, I truſt, even then alſo, it will be gi- 
ven you to do ſo, in ſuch Ways, as that all Men 
may know whoſe Diſciples you .are, and you 
may glority God in the Day of your Viſitatſon. 
In the mean Time, while you are yet but a little 
Remove from the. uſual formal Way, which 
bringeth not Glory to God, nor his Goodneſs 
down unto Men, tho? ſome blind Zealots, Lead- 
ers of the Blind, may continue in lying, whilſt 
they know not what they ſay, nor whereof they 
affirm, concerning you, and this becaute they love 
not the Truth, yet, while you fear God, and 
truly Honour the King, and are of the Number 
of thoſe who are quiet in the Land, there is no 
one Reaſon can be urged againſt your aſſembling, 
which will not equally hold 8 againſt all gfe | 
8 ſembling together for religious Purpoſes. In this 

Reſpect, therefore, a private Prelate has no more 
Authority than a private Presbyter 3 and, if it 
be lawful for more than five Perſons to meet in 
a private Veſtry, it is equally lawful for more 
than five to meet in a private Houſe; provided 
always, that no Perſon preſume to take upon 
himſelf any Office, in reſpect of ſuch Aſſemblies, 
whereto he is not called of God, as well as approve 


ed of Men; and yet this is the Practice of thoſe *-. i 
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called the Twelve Stewards, who pretend to vißit 
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and overſee Societies, as 1 indeed their Office 
were no leſs than that of a Biſhop,(thal is, one who 
hath the Overſight and Care of the Churches) 
or, at leaſt, that they were none other than De- 
puties of the Biſhop of London, from whom they 


derive their Power and Authority ſo to proceed, 
perhaps without any due Qualification tor ſo 


doing. 


If it be enquired of you, by what Authority 


you uſe ſometimes to pray, without Pre medi- 


tating a certain Form of Words? you may with 
muh more Reaſon and Authority demand, 
How dare any Perſon pretend much Zeal for the 


Church, who will yet preſume to read the 
Church-Prayers, tho? noways commiſſioned or 


impowered ſo to do, and that in any Place but 
the Church, where only they are appointed to 
be read ? And as in this, ſo in every Thing, I 
traſt you will be enabled, by the Meekneſs and 
Wiſdom of Jeſus Chriſt, to overcome the Igno- 


_ rance, and ſilence the Evil-ſpeaking, Lying, and. 


Slandering of your Ad verſaries, and to ſtand faſt 
in the Liberty wherewith Chriſt has made you 
free. It is evident, that the Church of England 
does not confine her Members to the Uſe of any 
Form of Prayer, but that which is appointed by 
publick Authority, and that only to be ready by 
ſuch Perſons, in ſuch Places, and at ſuch Times, 


as are in like Manner allowed and appointed: In 
private Aſſemblies, ſuch as yours, all are left to 


their Liberty; and therefore, as many as cenſure, 


or would hinder you in this, at once diſcover 


their pitiable Ignorance of that Conſtitution they 
etend to promote, as well as their unhappy 
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the Goſpel ; but thoſe who will ſtill moſt obſti⸗ 


nately refuſe to be ſaved from the Guilt of ſuch 


Folly and Wretchedneſs, by what Names or 
Titles foever dignified and diftinguithed for a 


Time, will very ſoon become eternal Objects of 


Contempt and Abhorrence, both to Men and : 


Angels. | 

Let us ever ® pray that we may be delivered 
From all ſuch 2nreaſonable and wicked Men; 
and that they alſo, with us, may be delivered 
from the Wrath to come. Amen. 


Ho to improve your coming together, ſo as 


may beſt promote the Glory of God, (which is 
the Salvation of Souls) as it is my next, ſo it 


ought to be Jour conſtant and chief Concern; 


for, as Chriftians in general, ſo Members of re- 


ligious Societies in particular, are, and ought . 
to be like Cities ſet upon an Hill; and therefore it 


highly concerns you ſo to let your Light thine be- 


fore Men, that they ſeeing your Works of Faith, 


and Labours of Love, and Patience of Hope, in 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, may glority God, even our 
Father which is in Heaven. And here, ſuppoſ- 


ing you to have begun well, the moſt important 


Caution Jan give you, is, by no Means to ſut- 
fer any one to be admitted, or continued in Fel- 
lowſhip with you, who has not, or does not cons 


tinue to have that Fellowſhip with Chriſt, of 


which this onght ever to be the certain Pledge 


and Sign, It was the Negle& of this one Thing 
needful that defiled the holy Place of the Ta- 


bernacle of the Moſt Higheſt, even almoſt as 
ſoon as the Foundation was laid by Jeſus Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles; it was the ſame Negled, that 
ö T 
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_ FT. 
atlength brought in all Manner of Abominations, 
[ even into the moſt holy Place; and it is ſtill the 
ſame, that has, now at laſt, made deſolate the 
s City and the Temple ot God, fo that ther is not 
ſiob much as one Stone to be ſeen left upon another. 
I exhort and entreat you therefore, In of all, to 
examine yourlelves again and again, and to prove 
your own elves, whether Jeſus Chriſt be in you, 
and you in him; that you may find and know 
of your own ſelves, (as I truſt ye will ) that ye 
are not Reprobates, but that ye abide ſtedfaſt in 
the Faith, and are rootkg, and grounded in Love, 
that ye may grow up into him in all Things, 
which 1s the wo even Jeius Chriſt, and re- 
Joice evermore in the full Aſſurance of Hope 
unto the End, that ye may be mutual Partakers 
of that Fulneſs of him, which filleth all in all. 
And, in the next Place, I moſt earneſtly beſeech 
you to examine others alſo, and prove all, as ma- 
ny as deſire to have any Fellowſhip with you, in 
IF e Manner 5 not receiving them into your Bro- 
therhood, till you have the proper Evidence 
and Aſſurance that they are indeed prepared of 
God to be Partakers with you of an holy and e- 
ternal Fellowſhip with him, thro? Jefus Chriſt - 
dur Lord. This, ſome may object, is not the 
Way to inereaſe and multiply you as to Number; 
but it is, and muſt be allowed to be, the beſt, 
nay, the only Way, to eſtabliſh and increaſe a 
. Communion of Saints, or a true and viſible 
Church of Chriſt among Men; and ſuch a So- 
1 eciety, or Church of living Stones, tho? ever ſo 
few in Number, thus knit together, and made 
perfect in one; is infinitely more to be deſired 
than ever ſo great a Multitude of ſuch as, Os 
1 85 . they 
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J they come together into one Place, and perhaps 
« appear outwardly to partake of the viſible Signs 
th 0 Symbols of our Lord's moſt bleſſed Body and 
„Blood, are yet ſo far from eating the Lord's Sup- 
oper, that they are, at the ſame Time, weak and 
5 ſickly; and at length actually periſh thro? Want 
„of that ſpiritual Food and Suſtenance, which 
ſtrengthens and reſtores to perfect Health and 
Life, as many as are made Partakers of it. See- 
ing then that theſe Things are ſo, How ought 
* | the Prieſts, the Miniſters of the Lord's Houſe, 
to weep between the Porch and the Altar, and 
7 | tocry aloud Day and Night continually 2 Oh, 
chat the Lord would, at this Time, reftore a= 
K gain the Kingdom to Iſrael ! Oh, that he would 
now come and viſit his Temple : Oh, that he 
4 would now build up the old waſte Places of his 
: holy City, and lay again the Foundations there= 
f of, that they may no more be moved, at any 
| Time, from henceforth, even for ever! Oh, all 
pe Watchmen that are (et upon the Walls of Je- 
rꝛuſalem, and all ye that make Mention df the 
Lord, I beſeech you, I charge you, by the long 


Sufferings, and by the loving Kindneſs of the _ 
Lord, that ye keep not ſtill Silence; that ye gie 
him no Reſt, till he turn again, and make the 
Place of his Feet glorious; yea, till he eſtabliſh 
the Place of his Holineſs in perfect Beauty, and- 
make Jeruſalem a Praiſe among all Nations, and _ 
his Temple therein the Excellency and Glory of, 
all the Earth ! 5 . 3 
This, this, my Brethren, is the End of youRt * 
calling and coming together, even that God 
may be glorified in you, and by you alſo in ma- 
ny others, when they ſhall be made to rejoice. bw 
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with you, and you with them, in the common 


Salvation of our one Lord and Saviour Jeſus 


Chriſt: And it is this very End for which the 
World, and we, and all Things in it, are and 


were created by the ſame eternal Word of God, 


and by the Breath of his Mouth, that 7s, his holy 
Spirits The new Creation, Regeneration, or 
Reſtitution of all Things, however acconnted as 
a Thing of no Concern, or even 'as Matter of 
Madneis by many, I truſt, is in ſome Meaſure 
begun to be actually experienced, and will be 


carried on, and at length conſummated and 
made perfect in you; thro? the effectual working 


of that mighty Power of our Lord, whereby he 
is able to make all Things like unto þimfelf ! 
Whoſoe ver refuſes to receive this faithful Te- 
ſtimony, Amen, Amen, I ſay unto thee, except 


a Man be born again, be cannot ſee thee King - 


dom of God. And this is in a more real and ab- 
ſolute Senſe than any Words of Man can fully 
declare; he is condemned already, as making 
God a Liar, becauſe he hath not believed in the- 
Name or Nature of his only begotten Son; for 


by him alone it is, and thro? Faith in this his 


Name or Nature, that all as many as receive 
him have Power to become the Sons of God, or 
receive that Spirit of his Son into their Hearts, 
whereby they cry unto him, Abba, Father ! 
Whoſoever knoweth not this, by a living, ac- 
tual, and experimental Knowledge, knowetli 
nothing yet as he onght to know; for it is 


founded on the very firſt Principle of all reveal. 
ed Religion, which is alſo in a Manner moſt e- 
WF” vident even to the naked and diſeaſed Eye of 
= corrupted Reaſon, namely, That Man is not 


now 
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nom in that perfect and glorious State whereln 
he muſt neceſſarily have been formed at firſt, by 
an all perfect and glorious Creator; but that we 


are fallen from this, or become dead in Adam; 
and that therefore we muſt neceſſarily be a- new 
created, born, or made alive again, and that in 
Chriſt, ere we can enjoy that bleſſed Union and 
Communion with God, wherein conſiſteth our 
eternal Life. 


The only Way to this, is Faith in the Name 


or Nature of Jeſus Chriſt. Faith, as contradi- 


ſtinguiſhed to ( tho? neceſſarilly productive of) 


good Works. I am the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life; whoſoever believeth in me, tho) he were 
dead, (as we all are in Adam) yet ſhall he live; 
nay more, f he 1s paſſed from Death unto Life, 
faith Chriſt himſelf; and be that bath received his 


Teſtimony, hath ſet to his Seal that God is truet. 


On all Accounts, therefore, I cannot but think 


it my bounden Duty, as I am able, always to 
exhort you 22 to contend for the Doctrine 


of Juſtification by Faith only, according to the 


Scriptures, and the Articles of our Church; and 
eſpecially, at this Time, when there are ſo ma- 


ny falſe Prophets, and Spirits of Antichriſt, 


gone out into the World Ff. For it is moſt cer- 
tain, that the Generality of our modern Prophets 


or Preachers, even the -moſt zealous: of them, 


are no better thamthe Phariſees of old, or the 
Papiſts of the preſent Time, while they teach and 


' preach, not Jeſus Chriſt and him cracified, but 


themſelves, or their own Righteouſneſs, as the 


| Way of Salvation; and therefore, tho I bear 
- tem Record, that theF have a Zeal of God, yet 


913 1 Sh, VI muſt 
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I muſt needs profeſs, at the ſame Time, that it 


is not according to Knowledge; for they being 
ignorant of the Righteouſneſs of God, and going 
about to eſtabliſh their own Righteouſneſs, have 
not ſubmitted themſelves unto the Righteouſneſs 
of God; and therefore have they not attained to 
the Law of Righteouſneſs, becauſe they ſought 
it not by Faith, but, as it were, by the Works 
of the Law. | = = 


1 _ This perhaps may be raſnly condemned by 


ſome, as a raſh and uncharitable Cenſure, while 
they having Eyes ſee not, and Ears hear not, 
neither underſtand; but every candid and chri- 
ſtian Reader will moſt readily acquit me, if thus 
cenſured for Want of Candour, while he conſi- 


ders, that one who has been reputed the moſt or- 


thod ox Prelate in the Kingdom, in a late paſto- 
gal Letter, adviſes his Clergy ſo to explain the 
Doctrine of Juſtification in the Sight of God by 
Faith 017), as to make good Works alſo, a ne- 
ceſſary Condition of the ſame. - Such Advice, 
from a Roman Cardinal, would have been no 
more than what we might have expected, but 
from a Biſhop of the Church of England, is in- 


deed ſurpriſing, and much to be lamented. 


God forbid, my Brethren, that you ſhould ſo 


learn Chriſt: If the Scriptures are true, ſuch. 


Doctrine muſt be abfolntely falſe 3 tor thoſe live- 
1y Oracles no where declare good Works to be a 
neceſſary Condition of our Juſtification in che 
Sight of God; on the contrary, they every 
where affirm, that Salvation is the free Gift of 


God, thro? Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; that we are 


ſaved by Grace thro? Faith; and that, not of 
wm | > ours 


+ Rom. ix. 32. and x· 3» 


4 
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by Virtue of any, or all the Works of Righteouſ- 


do; for this were to deny and renounce the 


1885 our Righteouſneſs. But we hope better 


good Works are a neceſſury Condition of the Came, 
it he obſtinately continueth ſo- to do and teach, 


of London's Paſtoral Letter, latter Part- i 


. T5 = 
ourſelves, or of Works, leſt any Man ſhould 
boaſt. No, my Brethren, in the great Myſtery 
of Man's Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt, Boaſting 
1s intirely excluded; fo that we mnſt by no 
Means expect Salvation at God's Hands, either 
in whole or in Part, as if it were to be bbtained 


neſs, which we have done, or ever ſhall, or can 


hings of you, Brethren, even the Things that 
accompany Salvation; and that you will hearti- 
iy embrace, and ever hold faſt, tne bleſſed Hope 
of everlaſting Lite, which is freely given us in 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, according to the Serip- 1 
tures, and that Form of ſound Words contained 9 
in the eleventh Article of our Church, which 
15, that we are accounted righteous before God, 
only tor the Merits of our Lord Jeſas Chriſt. by 
Faith, and not for our own Works or Deſerv- 
in gS. OS, | 
Now, nothing is more plain than + fo him that 
worketh is the Reward not reckoned of Grace, 
(that is, as a tree Gift) but of Debi, that is, as 
Wages juſtly become due;to him. And again, 
I If by Grace (that is, by or thro? Faith, which 
is the free Gift of God) then is it no more of 
Works; otherwavs Grace is no more Grace. So 
that hereby it 1s-moſt evident. that whoſoever 
teacheth Men the Doctrine of Jnfiification, FF, fo 
as to leave no Doubt upon vour Minds, whether 


J Rome iv. 4. + Rem. xi. 6. f See Biſhop  * 


= - 3 
muſt needs be called the leaſt in the Kingdom 
of Heaven, that is, he ſhall have neither Lot 
nor Portion therein, for his Heart is not right in 
the Sight of God; he hath no Part in that Righ- 
teouſneſs which exceedeth the Righteouſneſs of 
the Scribes and Phariſees, even that which is 
the free Gift or Grace of God, which bringeth” 
Salvation thro? the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord F. | 555 5 
Howe ver, I will yet rejoice in Hope, that he 
alſo, whoever he be, that thus deceiveth others, 
becauſe he is himſelf deceived, and drawn aſide 
from the uniform Profeſſion of the Faith once 
delivered to the Saints, will, 1n due Time, by 
a bleſſed Experience, be convinced with us, and 
made a Partaker of the fame Grace alſo, where- 
by we are taught that good Works are indeed 
the neceſſary Conſequence, tho? by no Means 
the Condition of our Juſtification in the Sight of 
God. Let us, my Brethren, in the mean Time, 
while we thus earneſtly pray for all Mankind, 
with all Thankfulneſs, endeavour to maintain a 


ly, that as the Law, or Covenant of Wörks, ſaith, 
+ Do this, and thou ſhalt live, but, at the ſame 
Time, addeth alſo, N Curſed is every one that 
continueth not in all Things that are written in the 
Book of the Law, to do them; ſo the Goſpel, 
from Adam even to Abraham, and from Jeſus 
Chriſt even unto the End of the World, con- 
| ſtantly declareth on the contrary, # That the 
Juſt ſhall live by Faith; ff, that Chriſt is the 
End of the Law for Righteonſueſs,” to every — 
| 1 | that 


Gal. ili · 1. + fff Rem, x. 4. 


continual Remembrance of this one Thing, name- 


© 2 + Phil. in. . Dyke v. 28. 29. Tf Gal. iii. 16: 1· 


8 


| SR I 

that believeth; and therefore was he rightly 
named JESUS, the Lord our Righteoufieſs ; and 
this his Doctrine, called the GOSPEL, or glad 
Tidings of Peace from God, and Reconciliation 
wrought with him, thro? the ſame Jeſus Chriſty 7 
or Saviour anointed (thus to bs) our Lord and 
our God ! N | 

Chriſt, by his n Sacrifice of himſelf once 
offered, hath for ever put away gin, and per- 
fected all them that are ſanified thro? Faith in 


him, by not imputing their Treſpaſſes unto them: 


or where Remiſſion of theſe is, there is no more 


Offering for Sin : He hath fulfilled all Righteouſe = 
neſs for us, and with the ineſtimable Price of his 


moſt precious Blood, the Blood of the everlaſt- 


ing Covenant, (the only Principle of eternal Life) 
hath purchaſed and procured for us our perfect 
Liberty, which he now as freely giveth unto us, 
as he once laid down his Life for us; that 15, 
without any Reſpe& had to any Works of Righ- 


teouſneſs done by us, whether paſt, preſent, or 


to come. This is the conſtant Doctrine of the 
Scriptures of Truth, and of the whole Catholick 


Church of God; and therefore, to uſe the Words 


of our own in the forementioned Article, + That 
we are juſtified by Faith only, is a moſt whole- 
© {ſum Doctrine, and very full of Comfort.“ Ob- 
fer ve, my Brethren, that we are juſtified by or 
thro' Faith, and not for Faith; becauſe Faitn 
is only the Means or Inſtrument whereby the 


whole Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt is applied to 


. 


the Soul of a Sinner: And whoſoever does thus 
believe with his whole Heart, thereby ſetting to 


his Seal that God is true, may be fully aſſured 
hat his Pardon is then alſo ſealed in Heaven, 


„„ 
* ix. 26 ; 77 185 | 
Hob. ix, 26. and X. 141 17, 18. 
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Ab this notwithſtanding he has lived in an o- 
pen Breach of God's Commandments all his 


Time before. | | i 

Believe. {aid the Apoſte to trembling Jaylor, 
and thou ſhalt be ſaved, * if thou believeſt with all 
thine Heart; t Hon mayſs be baptized, was the 
Anſwer of Philip to the Eunuch; for whoſoever 
believeth that Jeſus is the Chriſt, is born of God; 
t and whatſoever is born of God, overcometh the 
World ; fer this 1s the Victor) that overcometh the 


"World. even our Faith. Who is he that overcom- 


eth the World. but be that believeth that Feſus is 


the Son of God? He alone it is that doth not com- 
mit Sin, for the Seed of God remaineth in him, 


and he cannot ſin, becauſe he is born of God. Thus 
be that believeth on the Son of God, hath the 


Witneſs in bimfelf; but he that belteveth not Go, 
bath made him a Liar, becauſe he believeth 


tbe Record that God gave of his Son. Aud this is 
the Record, that God hath given to us eternal 


Life; and this Life is in his Son. | 


By all this it may be ſeen, that the Faith which 


we teach and preach according to the Scriptures, 


is not like that which is too commonly taught, a 
mere formal Aſſent (with the Lips only, or with 


the Imagination at moſt ) to certain Things, as 


credible, and related by credible Perſons 5 for 


the Devils themſelves do thus believe, yet trem- 


ble! but it is THAT tt Knowledge of him who 


hath called us by his own Spirit and Power. thro? 
which is given unto us all Things that pertain unto 
a Life of Godlineſs, and whereby we are made 


Partakers of the Divine Nature, having eſt guts" 
| 7 h 555 „ : ti, 7 


, X Acrs xvi. 31. | T Aﬀs vill⸗ 370 + Joby v. 1 88. 
11 2 Let. i. 3, 4. . hops Of 
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the Corruption that is in Ml World thro” Luft 
It is no leſs, in Effect, than that active and moſt © 
powerful Principle of + our Life which is bid with 5 
Chriſt in God, and which, when he is made to ap- 
pear , will alſo make us to appear with him in 


F 


* 


Glory. 


Do we then (as we be ſlanderouſſy reported ) 


make void the Law thro) the Faith? God forbid : 


Yea, we eſtabliſh the Law*, For we ſay, (and faith 
not the Scripture the ſame alſo ?) that whoſoever 


is born of God finneth not; but he that is begotten 
of God, keepeth himſelf, and that wicked One 
foucheth him not 7. — | 

So far are we from agreeing with any DoQrines 
like thoſe call'd Antinomian, or Solifidian, if ſuch 
there be, as enconrage to Sin that Grace may 
abound, that, on the contrary, we conſtantly 
affirm, that they who have beljeved on God, will 
be moſt careful to maintain good Works; that e- 


- very one that tt hath knomm and believed the Love 


that God hath to him, will love God, becauſe he bath 


C | 5 loved him; and, for the ſame Cauſe, will love 


is Brother alſo, and freely forgive every one that 


treſpaſſes againſt him, ever as he hath found 


that God, for Chriſt's Sake, hath ſo forgiven him. 


Thus, whoſoever hath Faith will moſt ſurely** 
ſfoew forth this his Faith by his Works; and here- 


by will he alſo be juſtified, even before the Sons 


of Man, as well as in the Sight of his Father who 
feeth in ſecret, and will one Day reward him 
openly ff: And yet, as he doth not = of his 


Works to be ſeen of Men, ſo neither doth he 
them in order to juſtify himſelf in the Sight of 
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God; but they are the natural and neceſſary 
Effects and Signs of his Faith, which thus works 
eth by Love, and, like a Tree of Life, produ- 
ceth all manner of good Fruits to the Glory and 
a 
You ſee, my Brethren, this is a Topick I love 
to dwell upon; a divine Fire kindles in my Heart 
whilſt I am muſing on it, and writing to you a- 
bout it; and I ſhould here enlarge much more, 
had I not with this ſent over a Sermon intitled, 
What think Je of Chriſt ? in which this Subje& is 
hand led more tully, and therefore to that I refer 
Jou. | 15 
I cannot better proceed than by exhorting you 
to a Spirit of univerſal Love. Why ſhould Bi- 
gotry or Party-Zeal be ſo much as once named 
amongſt the Followers of Jeſus Chriſt 2? Our Lord 
was a Stranger to it. Whaſdever did the Will 
of his Father, he ſame was his Brother, his Siſ- 
ter, and Mothetz Wherever che ſaw the Marks 
of true Faith; tho? in a Centfrion, or a Hro- 
Pheniciau, who were Aliens to the Commons 
wealth of Iſrael, and Strangers to the Covenants 
of Promiſe, how did he publiſh and commend 
it 2 Be Followers then of him, my Brethren, and 
love all who love aur Lord Jeſus in Sincerity and 
Truth, altho? they ſhonld not as yet, in every 
Thing, agree to follow him with us. Phariſees - 
and Sadducees, the Self-righteous and Free»thinks 
ers of this Generation, all Children of the De- 
vil, whether rich or poor, high or low, hows ' 
ever different in other Reſpe&s, yet agree in this 
one Thing, viz. to conſpire againſs the Lord, 
aud againſt his Chriſt, Why ſhould not the Chit» 
dren of God, notwithſtanding their little Diffe- 
rences, unite in one common Intereſt e 
3 > ritual | 
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ritual Wickedneſſes in high Places? Oh that all 


that call themſelves Chriſtians were thus mind- 
ed! How ſhould we {te the Kingdom of Chriſt 


come with Power, and Satan like Lightning fall 


from Heaven ! From the Beginning it hath been 
his Policy to divide Chriſtians into Sects and Par- 
ties, hoping thereby not only to weaken their 
Intereſt, but to make them believe that Religion 
whglly conſiſted in being of this or that parricular 


pent has ſo prevailed, that tho? we all profeſs to 


hold one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſin, yet Num- 


bers look upon thoſe that differ from them, and 


Communion! And this Subtilty of that old Ser- 


that only in Externals, almoſt as Creatures of a- 


nother Species, and forbid us with ſuch even to 
eat. This was once the State of the Jewiſh. as 


it is now of the Chriſtian Church; but God 


ſhewcd his Diſlike of ſuch a Temper, by con- 


vincing Peter, in a miraculous Manner, that he 
was henceforward to call nothing common or un- 


clean, but freely. to converſe with all who feared 
him, and worked Righteouſneſs, for that all ſuch 
were accepted of him. My Brethren, be not you 


diſobedient to this heavenly Viſion: For our 


Sakes no doubt it was written, and for as many as 
the Lord our God ſhall call. The Selt-righteous, 
and perhaps fome who are weak in Faith, will 
cenire and condemn your Conduct, (as the 
Brethren did Peter's) when they eſpy out your 
free Converſation in Chriſt; but Peter has fur- 
niſhed you with an Anſwer. Foraſmuch as God 
has given to them the like Gift as to us who be- 
lieved on Feſus, what are we that we ſhould with 
ſtaud God? How dare we make a Difference 


wheneGod has made none? How dare we not 
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freely converſe with thoſe who have received the 


require. None but thoſe who have experiencꝰd ; 
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Holy Ghoſt as well as we? and, for the Father's 
ſake, love every one that is indeed born of God, 
as his dear Children ? | 1 

Further, my Brethren, content not yourſelves 
with reading, ſinging, and praying together, but 
ſet ſome Time apart .to * confeſs your Faults, 
and communicate your Experiences one to an- 
other. For want of this, ( which I take ty, be 


one chief Deſign of private Meetings) moſt of 


the old Societies in London, I fear, are ſank into 


a dead Formality, and have only à Name to live. 
They meet on a Sunday Evening, read a Chaps 


ter, and ſing a Pſalm, but ſeldom, if ever, ac- 
quaint each other with the Operations of God's 
Spirit upon their Souls, notwithſtanding this was 
the great End and Intention of thoſe who firſt 
begun theſe Societies, and yet remains an Order 
in many of them, Hence it is that they have 
only the Form of Godlineſs left amongſt them, 


and continue utter Strangers to the Power of it, 
or the State of one another's Hearts: And indeed 


how Chriſtian Love, or the Power of Religion, 
can ſubſiſt in ſuch a lukewarm and ſuperficial 


Way of proceeding, 1s very hard to conceive. 


My Brethren, let not your coming together be 


thus altogether in vain; but plainly and freely 
tell one another what God has done for your 
Souls. To this End, you who are not already 


ſo united, would do well to form yourſelves, as 


others have done, into little Companies of Four 
or Five each, and meet once a Week, to tell each 
other what is in your Hearts, that you may then 
alſo pray for and comfort each other, as need ſhall 


| | It 
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it can tell the unſpeakable Ad vantage of ſuch 


an Union and Communion of Souls. By this 
Means brotherly Love will be excited and in- 
creaſed amongſt you, and you will learn to watch 
over one à other tor Good. This will teach you 
the better how to pray, and give Tnanks alſo 
for each other, in your private Retirements, and 
happily prevent and diliver you trom many 
Snares of the Devil; tor Satan loves ſolitary 
Virtue, but dares not tempt him who he knows 


will diſcover his Devices to his Brethren. Beſides, 
this is a moſt effectual Means for each to try the 


Sincerity of his own Heart, as well as that ot o- 


thers. No one, I think, that truly loves his own 
Soul, and his Brethren as himſelf, will be {by of 


opening his Hearty/in order to have their Ad- 


vice, Reproof, Admonition, and Prayers, as 
Occaſions require? A ſincere Perſon will eſteem it 
one of the greateſt Bleſſings; nor do I know a 
better Means in the World to keep Hypocriſy out 
from amongſt you. Phariſees and Unbelie vers 


will pray, read, and ſing Pſalms, but none, ſave 
an Iſraelitèe indeed, will endure to have his 


Heart ſearched out. He that hath Ears to hear 


Aet bim hear ! 


Finally, my Brethren, expect a large Share of 
Contempt; for Chriſt's Servants were always the 
World's Fools. As for this Se&. or Hereſy, 
{21d theFews to Paul, we know that is every where 


Spoken agianſt; and that 4 all of this Way (which 


he himſelf had perſecuted even unto Death for 


this Cauſe) were called Hereticks, he confeſſes in 


his Defence made before Felixx. Thus were the 
Diſciples of the Lord treated in the Infancy of the 
| Church 3 
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Church; and as it was formerly,  it-is and 
will be now. In our Days, to be a true Chriſti- 
an, is really to become ſcandalous. IF you were 
of the World, the World would love its own ; but 
if you are not of the World, but Chriſt bas choſen 
Jon out of the World, for this very Cauſe the World 
will molt ſurely hate you. However it may ſeem 
ſtrange to the natural Man, yet there never was 
4 true Saint who was not, like his Saviour, ac- 
counted befide himſelf; And they that will live 
godly in Chriſt Jeſus, muſt, to the End of Time, | 
ſuffer Perſecution for his Name's Sake. : 4 
But God forbid, my Brethren, that a little Con- 
tempt, nay, all the Contempt in the World, 
ſhould any ways move you away from your ſted- 
faſt Profeſſion of the Hope of the Goſpel . Our 
Lord was deſpifed before us; and you know the 
Servant muſt not preſume to be above his Ma- 
or : No, it is ſufficient if he be, as his Maſter, 
made perfect thro? Sufferings. Be ſtedfaſt theres 
fore, my Brethren, quit yourſelves like Men; 
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be ſtrong, yea, be ſtrong in the Lord, and in the 
Power of bis Might! © | 
You ſee, my Brethren, I have confined my- 


{elf to ſuch Particulars as relate to the improving 
your Societies, and making them truly Chriſtians 
1 hope you will, in like manner, take heed to 
your Ways in common Lite, and never give the 
Adverſary Room (juſtly) to ſpeak reproachtully 
of your Conduct. My Brethren, the Eyes of all 
Mien are upon you. Indeed it highly concerns you 
to walk exceeding circumſpectly towards thoſe 
that are without, I am (ure you will not be of- 
fended, if, out of Love, I remind you to Pr 
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form all relative Duties with the utmoſt Cheare - 


„% other! 
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fulneſs, and a ſingle Eye to the Glory of God. 
Let your Obedience be conſtant, univerſal, and 


uniform, founded on a living Faith in Chriſt 


Jeſus your Saviour, that by well doing you may 


put to Silence the ignorant Slanders of fooliſh and 


evil Men. Let your Speech, and every Thing 
you do, betray whoſe Diſciples you are: Cons 
feſs your Lord publickly before Men, and be not 


afraid to tell thoſe that have Ears to hear, what 
God has done for your Souls. It 1s good to keep 

, Cloſe the Secrets of a King, but it is honourable 
to reveal the Works of the Almighty. Above all 
Things, my Brethren, have fervent Charity. as 


mong yourſelves. Bear ye one another's Burdens, 
and ſo fulfill the Law of Chriſt. Be pitiful. be 


courteous, be teuder-bearted 5 and, when a Bro- 
ther is overtaken in a Fault, ſhew that you are 
ſpiritual, by reſioring him in the Spirit of Meck- 
neſs. Let it be faid of you as of the primitive 


Saints, See how theſe Chriſtians LOVE one an- 
Be fubje& to every Ordinance of God ; but 


remember. always, that the Kingdom of God is 
| within you, and cannot conſiſt in Meat and Drink, 


or any Thing without you, but in Righteouſneſs, 
and Peace, aud Joy in the Holy Gbaſt: And 
therefore, that Day is to be accounted loſt, 


wherein you are not improved in ſome of theſe; 


The Spiritual Life, like the Natural, is begun 


in ſome ove Inſtant of Time; but is alſo, like that, 
carried to Perfection Day by Day continually, 
until it be brought even 1nto the Meaſure of the 
Stature of the Fulneſs of Chriſt ** Let ns there- 


fore, 


> "i as many os Ys oe” 15 thus minder N 
and then, if in any Thing ye be other ways ade, ö 
God ſhall alſo reveal even this unto you. 
Thus, my Brethren, out of the Fulneſs of my 
Heart have I wrote unto you. Man of you 1 
ne ver yet ſaw, and perhaps ne ver may ein the 
| Fleſh, However, I love you all in the Bowels! 
= of Jeſus Chriſt, and intreat your Prayers for me; 
* whilſt I heartily beſeech God to bleſs what his 
1 Spirit has enabled me to write unto you, and to 
be | fan your whole Spirits, Souls, and Bodies: 
1 and preſer ve you blameleſs until the Coming of 
odbur Lord JeſusChrift with all his Saints! Then, I 
trruſt, all Tears ſball be wiped away from our Eyes, 
and we {hall together enjoy an ever bleſſed Eter= 
nity, in finging Praiſes unto him that ſitteth up. 
d the Throne. and unto the Lamb, for ever and 
4 wry - "> 
Mom unto zum that. is able to keep 30u fm ; 
| falling, and to preſent you fault before thes, | | 
Preſence of his Glory with exceeding ; to the/ 
only wiſe God our Saviour. be 5 Maje/ 10 
Dominion and Power, both nom Ver 7 
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